
TECHNOLOGY & FORENSICS POSTS (linked, most recent first) 

(click here for the full collection, alphabetically sorted) 

Forewarned is Forearmed  Killings of police officers seem inevitable. What might 

help? 

A Show-Stopper for Shot-Spotter? Gunshot detection technology leads 

progressives to cry foul 

Technology’s Great - Until It’s Not Police love Rapid DNA and facial recognition 

but hate encryption. Privacy advocates beg to differ. 

Is Your Uncle a Serial Killer? Police scour DNA databanks for the kin of 

unidentified suspects 

People do Forensics Conflicts about oversight neglect a fundamental issue 

Better Late Than Never (Part II)  DOJ proposes rules for forensic testimony. Do 

they go far enough? 

Better Late Than Never (Part I)  A “hair-raising” forensic debacle forces DOJ’s 

hand 

A Dead Man’s Tales Apple extends posthumous protections to a dead terrorist’s cell 

phone 

State of the Art...Not!  Forensics, six years after the NAS report 

Taking the Bite Out of Bite Marks Should bite mark evidence go down for the 

count? 

Freedom From the Press  Encryption keeps police radio traffic from prying ears.  

Including the media’s. 

A Day Late, a Warrant Short  An investigative delay puts warrantless electronic 

tracking in front of the Supremes 

Don’t Blame the Messenger  When jurors say that a case doesn’t add up, we ought to 

pay attention 

A New Crystal Ball  Reliability concerns plague a widely-used test for psychopathy 

One Size Doesn’t Fit All  Overuse of Shaken Baby Syndrome may have led to many 

miscarriages of justice 

Predictive Policing: Rhetoric or Reality?  New data-mining techniques promise to 

reinvent policing.  Again. 
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The Killers of L.A.  DNA nabs three serial killers in four years, most recently through 

a familial search 

More Labs Under the Gun  Resource issues, poor oversight and pressures to 

produce keep plaguing crime labs 

DNA: Proceed With Caution  Subjectivity can affect the interpretation of mixed 

samples 

Would You Bet Your Freedom on a Dog’s Nose?  Dog scent evidence comes 

under fire 

What’s the D.A. Want From the Sheriff?  The DNA lab, of course.  Or if he can get 

it, everything. 

DNA’s Dandy, But What About Body Armor?  As lethal threats to police increase, 

protection languishes -- but there’s hope 

N.A.S. to C.S.I.: Shape Up!  Putting the “science” back in forensics won’t be simple 

Forensics Under the Gun  Commonly accepted techniques may lack scientific value 

Labs Under the Gun  Can police crime laboratories be trusted? 

Mindboarding  Is brain scanning the new polygraph? 

Beat the Odds, Go to Jail  DNA random match probabilities may be overstated 

C.S.I. They’re Not  Lab goofs and dueling “experts” give forensics a black eye 

Polygraph: science or sorcery?  Its usefulness is mostly as a prop 

The Myth of Profiling  Pop psychology can lead investigators astray 
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